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The summary

Travelshave always had a special status in the Arab culture since there have been
many reasons and necessities that have drawn people to them, and made them easier. As a
result, travels proliferated for many purposes and drives: scientific, religious, social or
economic. Travel books were in vogue as they attracted readers who were taken by the
exploration of unknown lands, the detailed description of marvels and the depiction of
exciting adventures. Travel books vividly evoked the habits of people, their moral values and
feelings. These voyages had various aims. Some were exploratory journeys; others were for
establishing friendship and good diplomatic relations with other peoples. VVoyages gave
accounts of wonders and disclosed secrets. The pages of travel books reveal much about
peoples’ lifestyles, their traditions and customs; they stand as living proofs and witnesses of
how Arab culture was in different times of history.

Thus, this thesis “Travel Books in the Arab Maghreb” has dealt with different aspects
including: the manner in which the journey was ascribed to in its different stages, and aspects,
then comes the rhetoric of the imaginary with all its literary facts.

In this thesis, we have dealt with the Maghrebian travel books with all their distinctive
aspects and characteristics, as part of the Arabian travel books with which they share a lot in
common, with regard to the variety of Maghrebian travel book forms.

We have tried to explore the cultural and social identity of the traveller whether he is a
writer, a historian, a scholar, a Sufi, or any other quality that may influence his identity; and
thus, affects the travel text. We have approached texts that extend over eight centuries (10"c-
18thc) of the following writers: Al-Abdari, Al-Ayyachi, Al-Warthilani, IbnKonfoth,
IbnBattutah, Al-Ghazzal, and Al-Meknassi.We have paired text analysis with theoretical

presentation based on three major levels: the other, the dream, and the marvellous.



