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Abstract:

This research discusses the reality of earthen architecture and the future of the mud

built heritage in the Gourara region at Algeria, in the light of the social and economic

changes and sovereign decisions taken by the Algerian state, especially the upgrade of the

region to a state under Law N°. 19-12 of December 11, 2019, and the direct impact that

will accompany it on the oasian system distinguished by its fragile character. In an attempt

to study and understand the region’s earthen buildings, which are unique and distinguished

by their diversity and sustainability, and which have always been linked to the local identity

and a civilization that extended to prehistoric times, and whose evidence still exists to this

day. The research begins by focusing on the fundamental questions to find out the reasons

for the abandonment of these buildings and knowing the best ways to preserve them in a

forward-looking manner.

Following the research approach and for preserving these buildings, as well as the

skills associated with them, building materials and techniques were studied, tracing their

African extension that bears witness to them, and presenting national efforts related to the

subject. The research then turns to analyzing the reality of architectural production as a

first step to preserving these buildings. The research results also recommend the need to

think about a new perspective and strategies to preserve and protect earthen architecture.
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