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Abstract

This study sought to shed light on a deeply human and pressing issue, and which is
the impact of false health-related news shared on Facebook on cancer patients in Algeria. It
aimed to explore how such misinformation can shape patients’ health decisions, influence
their attitudes toward treatment, and ultimately affect their chances of survival. The research
also examined the factors that make cancer patients vulnerable to believing false health
news, the extent of their reliance on unverified information, and the serious health risks that
may result. Additionally, it investigated their perspectives on the lack of effective legal
measures to curb the spread of health misinformation on Facebook. Most importantly, it
strived to offer practical suggestions to help patients better distinguish between accurate and
misleading information, and to strengthen their health awareness during an already fragile
stage of life.

The study employed a survey method. Initially, a questionnaire was shared in
Facebook groups dedicated to cancer support. However, due to a low response rate, the
researcher shifted to structured interviews conducted in several cancer treatment centers
across Algeria. This approach yielded a sample of 173 cancer patients who generously shared

their experiences and concerns.
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Statistical analysis using the SPSS software revealed a sobering reality: the influence of false
health news on Facebook is far greater than many assume, including users themselves,
healthcare professionals, policymakers, and even Facebook’s own administrators.

For many patients, the moment they are diagnosed with cancer marks the beginning of a
painful journey filled with confusion and vulnerability. In that state, they often turn to social
media seeking hope or answers — unknowingly stepping into a space filled with misleading
and sometimes dangerous content. As trust in the formal medical system diminishes, some
are drawn toward alternative treatments and delay seeking professional care. Tragically, for
some, this delay proves fatal. They never make it to the treatment stage as they are misled by
a false promise they found on Facebook.

Keywords: Fake news — Facebook — Health — related posts — Misinformation— Cancer
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