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Abstract:

This study sheds light on architecture in the Islamic Maghreb during the Almoravid
and Almohad eras, identifying points of agreement and disagreement between the two
architectural styles. This agreement was evident in the emphasis on construction and
building, and the reliance on the Andalusian-Moroccan style. This allowed the urban
movement to flourish in its various aspects.

As for the points of difference, Almohad architecture was distinguished by luxury,
precision and artistic focus, and this was evident in the construction of mosques and
schools. In contrast, Almoravid architecture tended towards simplicity, focusing on
the functional aspect rather than the decorative aspect. In the civil architecture aspect,
it developed significantly as a result of several considerations, which contributed to
the emergence of large cities, palaces and houses. In the Almoravid state, the civil
character remained limited, dominated by the functional and practical aspects. As for
military architecture, the Almohads focused on building castles, walls, and towers. In




contrast, the Almoravids built strong walls around the cities and organized their
planning in a defensive manner.




