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Abstract:

This research presents a semiotic study of the textual thresholds in selected
poetry collections by the Algerian poet Abdelkader Rabhi (The Straw Man
Guards the Yellow Fields, Scissors of the Rivers, Exactly as I Knew Him...). His
collections are among the most prominent poetic writings that celebrate textual
thresholds, which have become one of the most significant concerns of both
critics and writers alike. Given that the semiotic approach is one of the most
effective textual methodologies for interpreting these paratexts and
demonstrating their dynamic capacity to generate an interactive reading, they
serve as an aesthetic element that captivates the reader, aims to astonish,
stimulates curiosity, and provokes a desire to engage with the text. This
approach grants the reader a broad space for divergence and invites them to
participate in the game of interpretation, which delves into the depths of the
main text and its meanings.

Based on this, we have attempted to analyze the external textual thresholds
in these three collections, including the author's name, the title, the cover, the
generic indicator, and the publication details. Additionally, we have examined
the internal textual thresholds, such as the preface and the dedication. In these
works, the poet transforms these thresholds into semiotic icons that guide the
reading process, support the main text, and accompany it. Each threshold
functions as a gateway that disrupts the reader’s expectations, requiring a
prolonged analytical pause to decipher its significance, ultimately leading to the
discovery of a thread within the text’s semantic fabric.

Keywords: Thresholds of the text; Poetry; Abdel kader Rabhi;
Semiotics.



