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Abstract:

This study falls under the field of family sociology, and is entitled “Social Determinants
of Late Marriage in Algerian Society: A Field Study in the City of Khenchela.” It aims to
investigate the phenomenon of late marriage among both males and females in Algerian
society, by uncovering the social determinants of late marriage, and exploring how the family
cultural, educational, economic, and social status contribute to late marriage in Algerian
society. Marriage is considered a system for founding a family, and the family is a unit for
preparing individuals for marriage and building society through the function and role it plays
in society. The significance of the study is to observe the current situation of the Algerian
family and its connection to late marriage in society.

Our study focused on the following main research question:

How have social factors contributed to the delay in the age of marriage in Algerian
society?

Four sub-questions emerge from the main question:

- How does the family's cultural level contribute to late marriage in the Algerian society?
- How does the family educational level contribute to late marriage in the Algerian society?
- How does the family economic level contribute to late marriage in the Algerian society?
- How does the family social status contribute to late marriage in the Algerian society?

To answer the study's main research question and sub-questions, we defined its
dimensions and indexes. Depending on the nature of our study, we adopted the structural-
functional theory and the social system as basic approaches to analyze the phenomenon of late
marriage. We chose the city of Khenchela as a field for our study and to represent our study
community, we opted for the snowball sampling method, as it is the most appropriate and
comprehensive for representing the characteristics of our sample.

We were able to gather a sample of 158 individuals, including both male and female late
marryers. To achieve the aims of the study, we applied a descriptive approach and used a
questionnaire as the main tool for collecting field data, which included 5 themes and 48
questions.

The study reached the following conclusions:

- The family cultural level contributes to late marriage in the Algerian society as a social
determinant.

- The family educational level contributes to late marriage in the Algerian society as a social
determinant.

- The family economic level contributes to late marriage in the Algerian society as a social
determinant.

- The family social level contributes to the late age of marriage in the Algerian society as a
social determinant.

Thus, the main research question was answered: The contribution of




The social determinants of the late age of marriage in the Algerian society are the family
cultural, educational, economic, and social levels.






